
“True Love” Ticket Information
The Don Brown Gallery of Fine Art has 50 seats available per night.

Tickets may be purchased in advance at the gallery at 126 E. Main St. in

DeWitt or by phone at 989-640-3542. Tickets are $6 and DVDs will be

available for $10.

Time
The movie is scheduled to play Saturday July 29th at 8:00pm. The movie

is about 90 minutes long. There will be a Q & A session after the

screening, and everyone is invited to Relli’s,(across the street), with

the attending cast & crew afterwords.

Actors
The movie stars: M. Ryan Szukhent, Andrea Tally, Don Brown & Danny

Davis. The cast included seven actors from DeWitt: Don Brown, Eric

O’Brien, Renee Allen, Cassidy Curtiss, Karmen Brown, Roslynn Brown &

Bonnie Brown. Lansing actors include Andrea Tally, Tim Beam, Marcus

Tally, Liz Fowler, Emily Fowler & Doug Jackson. Mt. Pleasant actors

included Todd Peska, Danny Davis, Ken Kryscio, Justin Gale, Leo

Nezeritis, Marcus Davis, Nick Caroselli & Valyn Peska. Actors from

other places included: Robert Kunc of Grand Ledge, M. Ryan Szukhent

of Montrose, Mary Cusack of East Lansing & Heather Williams of Grand

Rapids.

Music
The Music for the movie was Performed by Michigan Musicians including:

Lansing’s Sex & Patriotism, Mt. Pleasant’s Lordd Virgil & Virgil Brewer,

& Ann Arbor’s Frank Pahl

Production
Written by Todd Peska, directed by Todd Peska & Don Brown, cinematog-

raphy, sound, Lighting and editing by Don Brown.

Rating
This movie is not rated but is probably between an R and an NC-17.



True Love
History

The idea for “True Love” started out as a music album of related songs

by rocker Virgil Brewer, a.k.a. Lordd Virgil. In a conversation with Todd

Peska, (a fan of Brewer’s music), Brewer told Peska that he tried to

turn the story behind the songs into a screenplay but found he

couldn’t do it. Todd told Virgil that he could do it and got Brewer’s

approval. Todd worked on the screenplay for about three years before

it was finished.

While working on Robert Kunc’s film “Others” Todd met Don Brown who

was doing the cinematography and some animation for that film. Peska

had a small part in “Others”, he played a government agent. During the

shooting of “others” Peska became so excited about the possibility of

having his own film made that he started recruiting cast and crew on the

set, including Don brown as cinematographer. Todd was reprimanded

and was asked to concentrate on the task at hand. There were no hard

feelings between Kunc and Peska and Kunc made an appearance in “True

Love” as a police officer. After “Others” wrapped in December of 2004,

Todd, Don and Casey Smith, (Smith is one of the producers and owners

of “True Love”), got busy finishing up the casting. The part of Dr.

Whitney, the psychologist, was turned down by the actor it was offered

to, based on the auditions. Don Brown was asked to play the part and

accepted. Don had a small part in “others” and had also shown Todd

his work in “The Vicki Cushions Story” performed at Dart Auditorium in

the spring of 2004. Peska had a part in “True Love” as well, playing the

police chief. Peska’s character was a rewrite on the fly because the

actor playing Vince Ferrari quit in the middle of the project. Scenes

were already done with Ferrari that looked good and they didn’t want

to reshoot them. The police chief was added to cover Ferrari’s missing

scenes. Playing the chief required Peska to cut his hair on the spot,

going from a long ponytail to a buzzcut.

Shooting began in February of 2005, and finished in July of 2005. Edit-

ing and tweaking is still going on. The movie was shot in several loca-

tions in Dewitt, Lansing, Mt. Pleasent & St. Louis(Michigan). There where

also scenes shot in Mason, Brooklyn, Somerset Center, and St. Johns.

During the shooting one of the actors was arrested for driving on a

suspended license. He claimed his suspension was over. He was taken to

the Clinton County Jail where Brown had to post a $600 bail to get him

out. In the meantime there was a full crew waiting at Brown’s house

ready for a full day of shooting.



“True Love” is the story of Virgil Lordd and his

twisted attempt to find and keep love after growing up

in a dysfunctional home. Virgil’s father is the town’s

abusive, but winning, football coach who accepts only

perfection from others, especially Virgil. His mantra is

“winning is everything.” Virgil’s mother uses alcohol

and drugs to cope with the toxic, abusive relationship

she has with her husband. She rarely stands up for

Virgil when the Coach gets rough with him. Usually

choosing to fall back into the comforts of alcohol,

cocaine, or anything else she can get her hands on.

Virgil is forced to devise his own survival techniques

and makes many enemies. When some disturbing

“accidents” start to happen around Virgil, he starts

to act strange and is suspected. But, is he guilty or

simply psychologically affected by the close losses?

Virgil is brought in for psychiatric evaluation and goes

through two days of questioning and story telling.

Dr. Whitney is charged with determining if Virgil is

psychologically competent to stand trial, and to get a

feeling for his culpability. The answers to the

Doctor’s questions are revealed in flash backs in

Virgil’s mind and from police reports. The viewer is

never sure whether Virgil’s stories are only in Virgil’s

head, are actually something the Doctor is hearing, or

possibly the Doctor’s interpretation of the story. In

the end it is left up to the audience to decide what the

truth is.

“True Love” Synopsis


